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Tab. A5: Descriptive statistics (unweighted) of the sub-sample aged 18-34, ESS

Gender of respondent Total
Male Female
Mean (sd) Mean (sd) Mean (sd)
Age of respondent 26.22 (4.97) 26.42 (4.92) 26.32 (4.94)

Still be living with parents, age too old
Start living with partner not married to,

23.80 (11.89)
21.15 (15.36)

24.51 (11.69)
21.04 (15.12)

2417 (11.79)
21.09 (15.23)

ideal age

Get married, ideal age 22.15 (13.18) 21.81 (12.28) 21.97 (12.72)

Become mother/ father, ideal age 2417 (8.78) 24.02 (9.27) 24.09 (9.04)
n (%) n (%) n (%)

N
Year of birth
< 1980
1980-1985
1986-1990
> 1990
Ever left the parental home
No
Yes
Ever lived with a spouse or partner
No
Yes
Are or ever been married
No
Yes
Ever given birth to/ fathered a child
No
Yes
Marriage without prior cohabitation
No
Yes
Country
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Switzerland
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Germany
Denmark
Estonia
Spain
Finland
France

9,881 (48.1%)

2,384 (25.0%)
1,887 (19.8%)
2,491 (26.1%)
2,789 (29.2%)

3,328 (34.8%)
6,231 (65.2%)

5,151 (52.3%)
4,707 (47.7%)

7,813 (79.2%)
2,052 (20.8%)

7,591 (77.1%)
2,261 (22.9%)

9,069 (91.8%)
812 (8.2%)

524 (5.3%)
447 (4.5%)
257 (2.6%)
347 (3.5%)
199 (2.0%)
250 (2.5%)
600 (6.1%)
351 (3.6%)
402 (4.1%)
473 (4.8%)
418 (4.2%)
383 (3.9%)

10,679 (51.9%)

2,696 (26.1%)
1,998 (19.3%)
2,714 (26.2%)
2,940 (28.4%)

2,760 (26.5%)
7,657 (73.5%)

4,282 (40.2%)
6,373 (59.8%)

7,335 (68.8%)
3,331 (31.2%)

6,653 (62.4%)
4,009 (37.6%)

9,177 (85.9%)
1,502 (14.1%)

596 (5.6%)
445 (4.2%)
318 (3.0%)
392 (3.7%)
175 (1.6%)
304 (2.8%)
563 (5.3%)
306 (2.9%)
400 (3.7%)
448 (4.2%)
380 (3.6%)
446 (4.2%)

20,560 (100.0%)

5,080 (25.5%)
3,885 (19.5%)
5,205 (26.2%)
5,729 (28.8%)

6,088 (30.5%)
13,888 (69.5%)

9,433 (46.0%)
11,080 (54.0%)

15,148 (73.8%)
5,383 (26.2%)

14,244 (69.4%)
6,270 (30.6%)

18,246 (88.7%)
2,314 (11.3%)

1,120 (5.4%)
892 (4.3%)
575 (2.8%)
739 (3.6%)
374 (1.8%)
554 (2.7%)

1,163 (5.7%)
657 (3.2%)
802 (3.9%)
921 (4.5%)
798 (3.9%)
829 (4.0%)
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Gender of respondent

Male
n (%)

Female
n (%)

Country
United Kingdom
Croatia
Hungary
Ireland
Iceland
Italy
Lithuania
Latvia
Montenegro
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Serbia
Russia
Sweden
Slovenia
Slovakia
Ukraine

434 (4.4%)
143 (1.4%)
299 (3.0%)
373 (3.8%)

83 (0.8%)
286 (2.9%)
84 (0.9%)

59 (0.6%)
137 (1.4%)
379 (3.8%)
415 (4.2%)
469 (4.7%)
291 (2.9%)
166 (1.7%)
299 (3.0%)
423 (4.3%)
322 (3.3%)
349 (3.5%)
219 (2.2%)

508 (4.8%)
220 (2.1%)
368 (3.4%)
459 (4.3%)

93 (0.9%)
287 (2.7%)
179 (1.7%)

73 (0.7%)
147 (1.4%)
404 (3.8%)
376 (3.5%)
452 (4.2%)
380 (3.6%)
166 (1.6%)
387 (3.6%)
398 (3.7%)
344 (3.2%)
381 (3.6%)
284 (2.7%)

942 (4.6%)
363 (1.8%)
667 (3.2%)
832 (4.0%)
176 (0.9%)
573 (2.8%)
263 (1.3%)
132 (0.6%)
284 (1.4%)
783 (3.8%)
791 (3.8%)
921 (4.5%)
671 (3.3%)
332 (1.6%)
686 (3.3%)
821 (4.0%)
666 (3.2%)
730 (3.6%)
503 (2.4%)

Note: sd = standard deviation. For each event and type of analysis (mean ideal age vs. survival
analysis), this sample has been further sub-selected according to the criteria illustrated in

Table 1.

Source: ESS round 3 (2006) and 9 (2018). Authors’ calculations.
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Tab. A6: Descriptive statistics (weighted) of the sample aged 18-34, ESS

Gender of respondent Total
Male Female
Mean (sd) Mean (sd) Mean (sd)
Age of respondent 25.86 (5.03) 26.01 (5.01) 25.94 (5.02)

Still be living with parents, age too old
Start living with partner not married to,

24.05 (11.34)
20.98 (15.55)

23.97 (11.44)
20.94 (15.84)

24.01 (11.39)
20.96 (15.70)

ideal age

Get married, ideal age 21.86 (13.00) 21.67 (12.11) 21.76 (12.55)

Become mother/ father, ideal age 24.03 (8.65) 23.97 (8.90) 24.00 (8.78)
n (%) n (%) n (%)

N
Year of birth
< 1980
1980-1985
1986-1990
> 1990
Ever left the parental home
No
Yes
Ever lived with a spouse or partner
No
Yes
Are or ever been married
No
Yes
Ever given birth to/ fathered a child
No
Yes
Marriage without prior cohabitation
No
Yes
Country
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Switzerland
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Germany
Denmark
Estonia
Spain
Finland
France

10,629 (48.2%)

2,425 (25.5%)
2,003 (21.1%)
2,563 (26.9%)
2,523 (26.5%)

3,823 (40.3%)
5,655 (59.7%)

5,386 (54.6%)
4,471 (45.4%)

7,537 (76.4%)
2,330 (23.6%)

7,527 (76.4%)
2,326 (23.6%)

8,775 (88.8%)
1,106 (11.2%)

152 (1.5%)
212 (2.1%)
90 (0.9%)
139 (1.4%)
14 (0.1%)
98 (1.0%)
1,512 (15.3%)
98 (1.0%)
25 (0.3%)
946 (9.6%)
95 (1.0%)
1,011 (10.2%)

11,431 (51.8%)

2,931 (28.3%)
2,168 (21.0%)
2,680 (25.9%)
2,564 (24.8%)

3,289 (31.8%)
7,061 (68.2%)

4,569 (42.8%)
6,095 (57.2%)

7131 (66.8%)
3,544 (33.2%)

6,522 (61.2%)
4,141 (38.8%)

8,843 (82.8%)
1,836 (17.2%)

169 (1.6%)
212 (2.0%)
123 (1.1%)
151 (1.4%)
13 (0.1%)
120 (1.1%)
1,424 (13.3%)
86 (0.8%)
25 (0.2%)
891 (8.3%)
87 (0.8%)
1,160 (10.9%)

22,060 (100.0%)

5,356 (27.0%)
4,172 (21.0%)
5,243 (26.4%)
5,088 (25.6%)

7113 (35.9%)
12,713 (64.1%)

9,959 (48.5%)
10,562 (51.5%)

14,670 (71.4%)
5,872 (28.6%)

14,053 (68.5%)
6,463 (31.5%)

17,619 (85.7%)
2,941 (14.3%)

321 (1.6%)
424 21%)
213 (1.0%)
290 (1.4%)
28 (0.1%)
219 (1.1%)
2,936 (14.3%)
184 (0.9%)
50 (0.2%)
1,838 (8.9%)
182 (0.9%)
2,171 (10.6%)
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Gender of respondent

Male
n (%)

Female
n (%)

Total

n (%)

Country
United Kingdom
Croatia
Hungary
Ireland
Iceland
Italy
Lithuania
Latvia
Montenegro
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Serbia
Russia
Sweden
Slovenia
Slovakia
Ukraine

1,063 (10.8%)
29 (0.3%)
160 (1.6%)
73 (0.7%)

3 (0.0%)
505 (5.1%)
12 (0.1%)

11 (0.1%)

6 (0.1%)
285 (2.9%)
98 (1.0%)
865 (8.8%)
165 (1.7%)
57 (0.6%)

1,465 (14.8%)
175 (1.8%)
37 (0.4%)
99 (1.0%)
378 (3.8%)

1,093 (10.2%)

44 (0.4%)
194 (1.8%)
85 (0.8%)
3 (0.0%)
509 (4.8%)
26 (0.2%)
13 (0.1%)
6 (0.1%)
299 (2.8%)
89 (0.8%)
824 (7.7%)
202 (1.9%)
56 (0.5%)

1,967 (18.4%)

167 (1.6%)
40 (0.4%)
114 (1.1%)
487 (4.6%)

2,156 (10.5%)
73 (0.4%)
353 (1.7%)
158 (0.8%)
5 (0.0%)
1,014 (4.9%)
38 (0.2%)
24 (0.1%)
13 (0.1%)
584 (2.8%)
188 (0.9%)
1,690 (8.2%)
367 (1.8%)
114 (0.6%)
3,431 (16.7%)
342 (1.7%)
77 (0.4%)
213 (1.0%)
865 (4.2%)

Note: sd = standard deviation. For each event and type of analysis (mean ideal age vs. survival
analysis), this sample has been further sub-selected according to the criteria illustrated in

Table 1.

Source: ESS round 3 (2006) and 9 (2018). Authors’ calculations.
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